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amend the constitution, change organic institutions, or
affect the financial, military, criminal, or private civil
laws, require its consent, but it need only be consulted
about others, including police regulations to which
small penalties are attached. The legislative power is,
however, further complicated by the existence of an
Ausschuss elected by the Landesversammlung, and pos-
sessing an independent right to give its consent to a
large class of statutes when that body is not in ses-
sion.1

The local government resembles that of Prussia, and
there is a system of administrative courts, the members
of which are, however, all government officials.

The constitution of Anhalt2 dates from 1859, when
the State was divided between  two dukes \ Anhalt
but after it became united under one head ^r^.^p.,
by the extinction of one of the ducal lines in 271'96*'
1863, a number of important amendments were passed.

The Duke rules by means of a Ministry of State,
which is composed of a single minister and a number
of councillors.

i When the constitution is violated, and in certain other prescrihed
cases, the Ausschuss can call the legislature together. In addition to
the powers mentioned in the text, the Landesversammlung can initiate
legislation, demand redress of grievances, and impeach public officials.
It also elects for life a Landsyndicus, who acts as its clerk and general
adviser, having for this purpose a right to examine the administration of
the finances. In case the taxes are not voted, the government has a right
to continue to collect them for another year. As is not uncommon in
the German States, it is provided that the Landesversammlung must not
refuse the appropriations needed for expenses constitutionally incurred,
but may make its own estimate of their amount. It is not clearly settled
what happens in case of disagreement on this point.

3 Pietscher, Anhalt, in Marquardseii,